To a solution of 5-methylbenzene-1,3-diol (8.0 g, 65 mmol) and DIPEA (48 mL, 325 mmol) in DCM (250 mL) was added chloromethyl ethyl ether (15 mL, 163 mmol) dropwise at room temperature and the mixture was stirred overnight. Water (100 mL) was added and the mixture was extracted with DCM (3 x 100 mL). The organic layers were washed with brine, dried over
was added dropwise n-BuLi (23.8 mL of a 2.5M solution in hexane, 60 mmol). The resulting suspension was warmed to 18 o C and stirred slowly at this temperature for 1.5 h, and then treated with dry DMF (5 mL, 65 mmol). The resulting mixture was poured into water (100 mL) and extracted with diethyl ether (3 x 100mL). The combined organic phases were then washed with water (40 mL) and brine (40 mL), dried over Na2SO4, filtered, and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by column chromatography on silica gel by elution with PE:
EA=5:1 to give 2,6-bis(ethoxymethoxy)-4-methylbenzaldehyde (10.5g, yield 72%) as a pale- crude 4-(benzyloxy)-2-(5,5-dimethyl-1,3,2-dioxaborinan-2-yl)-3,6-dimethylbenzaldehyde (320 mg, 0.9 mmol) in THF (15 mL) was added NaBH4 (68 mg, 1.8 mmol). The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 3 h, and then to it was slowly added 3N HCl to pH=2. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight. 
